
By MACKENZIE ISSLER
Recorder Staff

TURNERS FALLS — The Rev.
Charles DiMascola has been reinstated
by the Diocese of
Springfield about three
weeks after being put on
leave due to complaints
of alleged violations of
diocesan child protec-
tion policies. 

There were never any
allegations of any sort of
sexual improprieties, but
rather of a lack of strict
compliance of diocesan
policies.

DiMascola, who has served at Our
Lady of Czestochowa Parish since 1986,
will resume masses on Saturday at 4 p.m.

Springfield Bishop Timothy
McDonnell reportedly told DiMascola
during a Thursday phone call that he
could resume his duties as the church’s
pastor. 

DiMascola had been placed on tempo-
rary leave to allow for an investigation to
take place. The review was deemed nec-
essary because of an allegation made to
the diocese alleging certain violations of
diocesan child protection policies and
code of conduct. 

The investigation’s findings, which
were reviewed and approved by the
Diocesan Review Board, found no evi-
dence to support any serious impropriety.

“However, the bishop and the Review
Board did cite a lack of thorough compli-
ance with diocesan policies designed to
avoid just such a situation — and Father
DiMascola has agreed to address these
issues immediately upon his return,” said
Mark Dupont, diocese spokesman.

DiMascola reacts

“I am very proud of the diocese in the
actions taken with me and in our parish

By MACKENZIE ISSLER
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD — The
Diocese of Springfield has
decided to keep Holy Trinity
School open this fall, after
months of uncertainty as the

school faced financial troubles
and declining enrollment. 

Springfield Bishop Timothy
McDonnell has decided to
allow Holy Trinity School to
operate another year in the
hope it can reverse a downturn
in enrollment, according to a

statement from the diocese. 
Parents, faculty and staff

were reportedly notified of the
decision on Friday by the
diocesan Superintendent of
Schools Francisican Sister of
St. Joseph Andrea Ciszewski
through a telephone message
system. 

“I am thrilled because we
have so many people that came

forward and really expressed
support in so many ways,” said
Principal Arlene Ashby on
Friday. She also announced
that she will be retiring, due to
health concerns. 

“It tells me that there is a
great desire for the school to be
here,” she said.

Her last day at the school
was on Friday, after working at

Holy Trinity for 13 years — 10
as the school’s principal.

She said many people, in the
last few months, have come
forward to volunteer on the
school’s marketing, develop-
ment, parent advocacy and
building committees.

“We needed a broader base
of involvement,” she said.
“They have come forward and I

think that will make the differ-
ence for this school.” 

Ed Cottrill, a school board
member, heard the news on
Friday morning. 

“I am delighted with the
diocese’s trust in our plan,”
said Cottrill, who has one
daughter who will be in the
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DIMASCOLA

By RICHIE DAVIS
Recorder Staff

A major milestone in the 12-year
effort to bring broadband to rural
Franklin County was marked Friday
by a $45.5 million award of federal
stimulus funding to build a series of
fiber-optic rings throughout western
Massachusetts.

The Massachusetts Broadband
Institute won the funding as a step
toward providing broadband technolo-
gy to 123 under-served or unconnected
towns with 1,100 miles of new fiber-
optic cable that will reach within
three miles of where 98 percent of the
homes and businesses in western

Massachusetts, said MBI Director
Judith Dumont. It covers more than
one-third of the state.

“We now have the money to build
the much needed broadband-infra-

structure that will allow businesses,
residents and 1,400 anchor institutions
— hospitals, libraries, community col-

Recorder/Paul Franz
Gerald and Pat Sanville of Leyden wear their patriotic sunglasses on a prime spot of Beacon Field in Greenfield awaiting Friday’s
fireworks display.

By BOB DUNN
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD — There’s prob-
ably nothing that’s more iconic
Americana than an Independence
Day celebration on a community
baseball field.

If you had to pick a night out of
a catalog on which to schedule such
an event, Friday night would have

been on the cover.
The fireworks display didn’t

begin until 9:30, but eager spectators
began setting up their vantage
points for the show hours in
advance.

Some went for dead center of the
field facing Poet’s Seat Tower, where
the fireworks were launched from,
positing themselves directly under
every last report, salute, crack,
bang and boom.

Others opted to sit farther back,
taking advantage of the shade pro-
vided by the trees across from the
edge of the field.

The seating farther back also
allowed for a faster retreat to cars
and homes after the last skyrocket
exploded.

Many brought folding chairs,
others brought blankets and a few
eschewed accessories altogether
and simply found a spot to sit, let-

ting nothing come between them
and the grass on the field.

Uncle Sam himself wandered
through the crowd with a spryness
that belied his 234 years, distribut-
ing miniature American flags pro-
vided by Ryan and Casey Liquors,
one of the event’s sponsors.

Entertainment was provided by
local bands and musicians and

Fireworks erupt over Beacon Field

INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS

Diocese reinstates
DiMascola after inquiry

Combined Sources

BOSTON — The Massachusetts
Senate’s approval of legislation to
license three resort-
style casinos, com-
ing after eight days
of intense debate,
moves the state one
step closer to its
most dramatic
expansion of gam-
bling in more than a
generation.

The measure,
which passed 25-15
Thursday night, had
as its main champion Franklin County

Senate
OKs
casinos

Holy Trinity School survives budget crunch

Priest
cleared
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school’s fifth grade this fall. 
“We certainly need to work

on boosting enrollment for the
long-term success of the
school,” he said.

School and diocesan offi-
cials met in March, when the
school representatives were
told that the 80-year-old school
needed to do something or face
closure because of declining
enrollment and financial trou-
bles. The diocese requested
that the school have a balanced
budget and a good plan for
increasing enrollment by June
11. 

In May, school officials laid
out a plan to cover a projected
$200,000 deficit for next year —
including cutting seventh and
eighth grades, reducing costs,
raising enrollment and mas-
sive fundraising, after the
school’s financial troubles were
made public and the threat of
closure became a harsh reality.

As of Friday, Holy Trinity
School had raised $126,000,
which helped the school to
meet its deadline of creating a

balanced budget. 
The Beacon Street school

will have pre-kindergarten
through sixth grade starting
this fall.

The causes for the deficit
were declining enrollment,
declining diocesan support and
maintenance costs for the cur-
rent building. Tuition is about
$3,600 each year. There are 91
students and about 15 staffers
at the school. The school was
established in 1928, and at its
highest, had over 700 students.

“We have all been moved by
the tremendous outpouring for
Holy Trinity,” Ciszewski said.
“However, in all honesty, there
remains much concern over its
finances going forward, so
while this is good news, it is
also a challenge for the Holy
Trinity community.”

That challenge will include
keeping tight reins on spending
while continuing to raise
money, said the diocese. 

The diocese, faced with its
own fiscal crisis, has commit-
ted $40,000, in addition to
tuition assistance, to the school
for the upcoming year. 

For the recently completed
year, Holy Trinity was awarded
$90,000, along with an addition-
al $9,000 in tuition assistance,
but in the end required about
$250,000 from the diocese to
meet its obligations, said the
diocese.

Diocesan officials have
made it clear, there are no
additional funds to meet such a
shortfall going forward and the
school has put forward a bal-
anced budget for the new aca-
demic year.

Ashby said the school has

contingency plans in its budg-
et, in the event of a financial
emergency, and that the school

plans to keep fundraising. 

Ashby retires 

“I know you all join me in
wishing Miss Ashby all the best
and thank her for her dedica-
tion to Holy Trinity especially
during these past few difficult
months,” said Ciszewski. 

“I am thankful for all the
work she did over the last
months and over the years
ensuring the success of Holy
Trinity School,” said Cottrill. 

Ciszewski will be working
with diocesan staff to develop a
leadership transition plan to
assure smooth operations for

the start of the school year.
Cottrill said it’s the diocese’s
job to find a replacement for
Ashby.

Ashby said leaving the
school is “bittersweet.”

“I love this school, I love the
mission, I love the families,
kids and staff,” she said. “For
the most part, it was a very
positive and fulfilling experi-
ence.”

But, she said she is looking
forward to retirement and
spending time with her new
grandson.

“It is a transition period,”
she said.

leges and public safety — to
connect to a robust network for
the 21st century,” Dumont said. 

The new network, which is
required to become entirely
functional within three years
and 67 percent operational
within two years, also makes
use of leased lines connecting
between eastern and western
Massachusetts. 

The fiber network — which
includes recently installed fiber
along the length of Interstate 91
in Massachusetts — would pro-
vide the “middle mile” between
major trunk lines and local sys-
tems that will actually connect
with people’s homes and busi-
nesses.

Without the public invest-
ment, she said, the rate of
return for private investors to
provide service in this region
would have been well over 30
years, and as long as 100 years,
Dumont estimated.

The federal stimulus fund-
ing will be matched by $26.2
million in state funding to build
the publicly owned, open
access network serving an area
that includes 22 communities in
north central Massachusetts. 

“This is a huge step,” said
Linda Dunlavy, co-director of
Western Massachusetts
Connect, who has been spear-
heading the Franklin County
effort to bring broadband to the
region for a dozen years.
Although fiber-optic cable
already cuts through the region
— some of it as part of a
National Grid high-speed net-
work — she explained, “There’s
no way to access it. This liter-
ally has thousands of locations
to get on or off, and that’s
huge.”

Monica Webb, a spokes-
woman for a new 47-town,
grass-roots “WiredWest” initia-
tive to create a locally-owned,
universal access broadband
network throughout its western
Massachusetts communities,
said of the stimulus funding,
“It’s certainly great news. This
is considered the critical piece
that lays the groundwork in the
center of every town and in
community anchor institutions.
But it doesn’t hook up homes
and businesses, and that’s
where WiredWest comes in.”

Even with the network
being created by MBI, which is
helping the grass-roots group
get started, Webb believes the
odds are “slim to none” that
private companies will offer to
provide an entire, sparsely pop-
ulated community with fiber-
optic service.

Once service providers do
hook up with the new fiber over
the next three years, users
should be ready and waiting.

Paul Hake, a multi-media
designer and developer who
was forced to move his produc-
tion company from
Greenfield’s Main Street to
Hatfield because there’s no

commercially available fiber-
optic service to keep up with
the speeds necessary to run his
business, said the high-tech
infrastructure is strongly need-
ed.

“We were at the fastest
Internet speeds I could get, but
it was very slow compared to
other places,” said Hake, who
was operating Paul Hake
Productions in Greenfield with
a much slower Digital
Subscriber Line. “It’s three to
four times faster to upload files
over fiber-optic lines versus
what we were able to get in
Greenfield as a highest speed.
If we’re uploading at 70,000
bytes per second and we have
these things that are gigs and
gigs of file size, it can take
days, sometimes, to upload
things, whereas over fiber-optic
cable it can take one-third of
that time or even a matter of
hours.”

Richard Roth, who operates
a Greenfield-based Web devel-
opment firm and is on the
board of Hidden Tech, an
organization of Pioneer Valley
technology-based businesses,
said, “This really does make a
difference for a lot of business
initiatives that otherwise
wouldn’t happen, because peo-
ple just don’t have an easy way
to do it. It’s a pretty constant
issue.”

In Buckland, Michael
Garfield-Wright’s company,
Dancing Star LLC, wrestles
with lack of dependable high-
speed service as it distributes
organic energy bars all over
the country, from small inde-
pendent stores to Whole Foods
Market.

“I’m dealing with the lead
buyers of some huge compa-
nies, and the ability to commu-
nicate is really important,” he
said. He had to run his business
out of the library in December
2008 when an ice storm
knocked out power, and
Internet access, for eight days.

And in Wendell, Town
Coordinator Nancy Aldrich
agreed that working without
broadband access can be frus-
trating.

The accountant for the town
of 900 can’t even work out of
the town hall because of the
poor Internet access, she said.
Town employees can’t watch
training videos or participate
in webinars, and can’t access
critical documents.

“Sometimes someone sends
me a large document, like a
contract, and it simply won’t
open,” she said.

The 3,429-square-mile
“MassBroadband 123” service
area includes more than one
million residents, over 44,000
businesses and at least 2,100
community anchor institutions.
Officials estimate it will create
almost 3,000 jobs, about half
from building and managing
the network, the other half
from economic development in

the region.
MBI had its other applica-

tion for stimulus funding —
$100 million as part of a first
round for broadband projects
— rejected earlier this year.
That proposal was revised by
MBI, which was created with a
$40 million in state bond fund-
ing under the Massachusetts
Broadband Act.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Material
from the Associated Press was
used in preparing this report.)

Charles A. Buchiane
SUMMIT, N.J. — Charles

A. Buchiane, 86, of  Summit,
passed away in Morristown
Memorial Hospital on June 25,
2010.

Family and friends are
invited to attend a Memorial
Service in his memory to be
held in Central Presbyterian
Church, 70 Maple St., Summit,
NJ on Tuesday, July 6, 2010 at
1 PM. Final committal to fol-
low in Central Presbyterian
Memorial Garden.
Arrangements are by the Paul
Ippolito Summit memorial, 7
Summit Ave., Summit. For fur-
ther information or to send
condolences visit
www.ippolitofuneralhomes.co
m

Mr. Buchiane was born and
raised in Summit and has
been a resident for many
years. He worked in the
Shipping and Receiving Dept.
for the Sears & Roebuck Co. in
Summit for over 40 years
before retiring in 1990. After
retirement his hobbies includ-
ed bowling and gardening and
he was an avid Yankee fan.

Charles served honorably
in Africa and Europe in the
Army during World War II.

He is survived by his son
Jeffrey and his wife Marsha;
his daughters Carol Spencer,
Diane Karowski and her hus-
band Richard, Anita Buchiane
and Lisa Whalen and her hus-
band David; brothers Jack
Buchiane, Fred Buchiane,
Arnold Buchiane and his sis-
ter Hope Frank; former wife
Rev. Lois Buchiane; long time
companion Barbara Salvador;
six grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

Donations in his memory
may be made to the
Alzheimer's Association, 400
Morris Ave., Suite 251,
Denville, NJ 07834-1365.

Mary E. Jones
GREENFIELD — Mary E.

“Bette” (Bushway) Jones, 70, of
Greenfield, died Thursday (7-1-
10) at home.

Born in
Manchester,
N.H. on Feb.
4, 1940, she
was the
daughter of
Francis and
H e l e n
( H a y n e s )
Bushway.

A 1958
graduate of
G re e n f i e l d
High School, she had lived in
Greenfield since age 4.

On January 28, 1972, she
married Charles A. Jones Jr.
Charlie predeceased her on
Sept. 15, 2008. She was a com-
municant of Holy Trinity
Church.

Bette enjoyed crocheting,
gardening, reading and cook-
ing. She was also an avid com-
puter user.

Bette was a dietary aid at
the Franklin Medical Center
for 18 years, retiring in 1999.
She had previously worked at
Bryant’s Nursing Home and
the former Farren Memorial
Hospital.

Survivors include three
sons, David Haskins and his
wife, Caroline, of Amesbury,
Stephan Haskins and his wife,
Linh, of San Diego, Calif., and
Francis Haskins of Greenfield;
two daughters, Deborah Taylor
and her boyfriend, Jack
Bonsignores of Northfield, and
Jennifer Mooney of Branson,
Mo.; three stepsons, Charles A.
Jones III, Joseph Jones and
Steven Jones; two stepdaugh-
ters, Corinne Keen and Michele
Dihlmann and 15 grandchil-
dren, three great-grandchil-
dren and one great-great
grandchild.

Bette also leaves four sis-
ters, Yvonne Rice and
Margaret Otto, both of
Greenfield, Maria Carey of
Bernardston, and Patricia
Babbitt of Orange, as well as
several nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be
Tuesday (7-6-10) at 4 p.m. at
Walker Funeral Home, 14 High
St., Greenfield with the Rev.
Stanley Aksamit officiating.

There will be an hour of vis-
itation before the service,
beginning at 3.

Burial will be at a later date
in Calvary Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to
the American Cancer Society,
20 Speen St., Framingham MA
01701, or Hospice of Franklin
County, 329 Conway St., Suite 2,
Greenfield MA 01301.

Robert L. Ring
GREENFIELD — Robert L.

Ring, 75, died on June 30, 2010
at the Holyoke Soldiers Home
in Holyoke,
following a
l o n g - t e r m
struggle with
Alzheimer’s
disease.

Born in Westfield, on July
19, 1934, he was the son of the
late Laurence and Luella

(Abbott) Ring.
Bob started his career as a

paper boy, delivering hundreds
of newspapers every day until
his high school graduation in
1952. Attending Norwich
University in Northfield, VT for
one and a half years he decided
to enlist in the Army and
served three years in Germany
with Army Finance. He met his
wife to be, Gloria McAdams on
an ice skating ring in
Germany; they were married
on June 20, 1959, in her home
town of Jackson, MI. Bob and
Gloria made their home togeth-
er in Westfield and Bob then
started his banking career
working for Old Hampton
Bank, then Westfield Co-
Operative Bank where he
advanced to Vice President. In
1976 he began working for
Greenfield Co-Operative Bank
and moved to Greenfield with
Gloria and their children
Pamela and Gregory. After
serving as bank president Bob
left Cooperative Bank and
accepted a position at
Monsanto Employees Credit
Union in 1980.

He cheerfully served with
loyalty and integrity as
President and CEO until his
retirement in December of
1996. Bob took great pleasure in
serving the credit union mem-
bers, and in serving on the
boards of several professional
Credit Union organizations as
the Credit Union League of
Massachusetts, and the Central
Fund. In addition to devoted
service in his profession, he
was an active participant in the
Greenfield Alliance Church and
Gideons International. With his
family he enjoyed many camp-
ing vacations; once traveling
together across the United
States and back.

Bob enjoyed gardening, bik-
ing and roller blading and kept
himself busy with redecorating
projects He was always ready
to volunteer his help to anyone
who needed it. 

He was the beloved husband
of Gloria McAdams for 50
years, and a loving father to his
daughter, Pamela and her hus-
band, John McNamara and his
son, Gregory W. Ring and a
devoted grandfather to 5 grand-
children, Douglas, Janice,
Gordon, Alan and Debra
McNamara. He is also survived
by two sisters, Patricia (Foss)
Cobb of Claremont, NH and
Gertrude Canterbury of
Palmer, MA, two brothers,
David Ring of Westfield and
Roger Ring of Brookfield.

He was preceded in death
by a sister, Susan Davidson, a
brother, Laurence Ring Jr., and
his parents, Laurence and
Luella (Abbott) Ring. 

Services will be held at
Greenfield Alliance Church on
Wednesday, July 7, 2010 at 11
a.m. with visitation beginning
at 10:30 am. 

Donations may be made to
the Greenfield Alliance
Church or the Holyoke
Soldiers Home. 

The Williamsburg Funeral
Home was entrusted with the
Cremation Service.
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Alexa Minckler

We Love You
Very Much
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and Dziadziu

Happy 1st Birthday
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In Loving Memory of
My Dear Friend

ALICE SCEPOSKI
Who left us July 3, 2002

Although you are no
longer with us

still we all love you Alice.

Love,
Walter Koblinski
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The Veteran

It is the veteran, not the reporter
who has given us freedom of the press.

It is the veteran, not the poet
who has given us freedom of speech.

It is the veteran, not the campus organizer
who gives us freedom to demonstrate.

It is the Military who salutes the flag, who serves
beneath the flag and whose coffin is draped by the
flag who allows the protester to burn the flag.

If you can read this thank a teacher,
if you are reading it in english thank a Veteran.

Brought to you by Vassar’s Automotive

OBITUARIES

We certainly need to work on boosting
enrollment for the long term success
of the school.

Ed Cottrill
school board member, parent 
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there was plenty of fair fare to
be had as well, from cotton
candy and hot dogs to frozen
drinks and fried seafood.

For celebrants who were
worried they were overindulging
before the first fuse had even
been lit, there were two oppor-
tunities to get up, move and
burn a few calories with friends
and neighbors.

A new addition to the festivi-
ties this year was a pair of “fit-
ness classes” for the crowd
offered by the Body Shoppe
Health and Fitness Center and
the Greenfield YMCA.

Body Shoppe owner Liz
Dolby and fellow instructors
Mary Lovett, Jackie Swist and
Staci Cutler got the crowd up
and on their feet for two brief
music-infused exercise sessions.

Dolby said that the sessions
were designed for people to have
fun and to try and reduce some
of the anxiety that people have
about exercise.

Dolby and the other instruc-
tors said they were pleased to
see the amount of people who
participated, especially consid-
ering all of the high-calorie
temptations surrounding them.

One woman even put down
her cotton candy to get up and
work out with the group, Dolby
said.

Dolby said that the group
received a lot of support from
the Greenfield Recreation
Department to run the classes
as part of the program and
would like to see it continue in
future years.

“We’d like to, it’s a fun
thing,” Dolby said.

Fireworks■
From Page A1


