Trumbull planning
production facility
on Southfield tract

Special effects master says
studio willreinvent industry

By Emily Kramer

SOUTHFIELD — Doug-
las Trumbul! kas seen the
future, and it’s green. An
enoroous green screen, thac
18,

Iit's an odd setcing for
a revolutipn — over half of
Douglas and Julia Trum-
bull's property is devated to
Julia’s donkeys. goats and
sheep, and the nearly 50 acre
toial 18 nestled in the heart
of New Marlberough in the
quiet village of Southfield.

Up the hill from the
farm, three huildings house
Douglas's lateat project. One
warehouse, g small garage
and a repurposed art studia
form the hub of a world-
wide network. and inside
the warehouse is the giant
green screen, one part what

Douglas called “an uncanny
window into another world.”

It started over 20 vears
ago when Douglas Trumbull
left California and moved to
the Berkshires.

After decades of work on
big budget special effects for
mavies like “2001: A Space
Odessey,” “Btar Trek: The
Movie” and “Blade Runner,”
he refocused and worked on
“pushing the envelope on
what is possible in film.®

He hegan hy developing
the Barck to the Future Ride
for Upiversal Studios, a
project completed 1 an old
mill and a “fancastic sue-
cesa,” according to Douglas
Trumbull,

“We got the jok beeause it
didn't matter where we did
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it, 30 we jusat did it here. And
that opened up some more
apportunities for us.”

The donkeys were a later
addition, but evenbefore the
farm, the Trumbulls didn’t
come tothe Berkshires alone.
Douglas Trumbull brought
more than just luggage and
cameras along with him
to the hill towos of Massa-
chusetts: He hrought Paul
Lacombe.

“Icame hare towork with
Doug,” =aid Lacombe. “If
it wasn't for him, I'd prob-
ably still be in corporate...l
wouldn't have started mv
ownbusiness.” A soft-spoken
man with a twochildren and
a wife, Lacombe also owns
and runs UNREEL, a Great
Barrington-hased company
that “provides real-time 30
Graphics =olutions for vir-
tual sets, broadeast on-air
graphics and on-set visual-
ization for broadecast televi-
810m, corporate visualization

and feature-film production,”
according to their website.

Ifyouhave seen ES5PN on-
screen graphics, or watched
the NBC alection coverage
with poll results, you've seen
the wark of Lacombe and his
people. "Three of us live in
the Berkshires and a couple
of arhers live in Montresl,
Spain... It's great. We just
had a company-wide maoct-
ing over Skype this morning,
and the neighbors don'teven
know we're hera.”

Douglas Trumbull and
Lacomhe are collaborating
oncreating 'a new industry”
in the small warehouse on
Trumbull's property. They
call it “virtual sets” and ac-
cording to Trumbull, 1t can
revolutionize the film indus-
try. “I can make a film that
is currently made with 520
million, and make it for two
(million),” said Trumbull.

Trumbull uses a combi-
nation of cutting edge flm
technology, scme of which
he destgned himself, ta fim
live actors, and in real time,

pucrchem inany set he wanis.
“Instead of waiting to do ev-
ervthing in post-production,
we ean do it immediately”
Douglas Trumbull said with
a slight smile. “If's kind of
like what Cameron did with
‘Avatar, but flipped around. 1
like working with live actars,
and Cameron digitized his
actors and put them into a
virtualresality. Ic's incredihly
cxpensive, Thiz is simpler.”

The “virtual set” is where
Larcombe and his erew come
. According ta Lacombe,
the technelogy that he uses
to create real-time graphics
for broadeast televisionis the
same technology they would
use n films.

And the firat, large-acale
test for the duo iy coming:
Douglas Trumbull iscurrent-
Iy working on a feature-film
set In space. "The film will
ke our proofthat this works,”
sald Douglas Trumbull.

Douglas Trumbull didn't
specify a 1elease date, bur
he and his collaborators are
getting ready to go full-scale

soon. They just finished
a make-up and wardrobe
room, and will be putting a
permaneatadditicnonto the
warehouse to fit a“theater of
the future.”

Even though this new
process eliminates the need
far large-scale sets and huge
crews, it does generate mas-
sive amounts af information.
A room in the re-purposed
art studio has been set aside
to house the computers and
provide storage space, hut
according v Douglas Trum-
bull,

“Weancedfiber. We're huge
supportersoithe WiredWest
initiative, because at the
moment we have two DSL
lines, and that isn't nearly
encugh. We can't transpart
the files by hand — that de-
featsthe whole point. If we're
gring to do films, we need
te be connected to studios
around the world.” Lacombe
agreed, adding, “We're okay
in (reat Barringten, hat
out here, thev're definitely
limited.”



