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	WIREDWEST INCORPORATION SLATED FOR AUGUST 13, 2011
 
Ashfield, MA (WiredWest), July 26, 2011: August 13th will be a historic occasion for many Western Massachusetts towns, as they form a joint cooperative to build and operate a state-of-the-art telecommunications network for residents and businesses. Towns joining the Coop have traditionally been unserved or underserved by existing broadband providers. The new Cooperative, called WiredWest, will create a community-owned network offering high quality internet, phone and television services to member towns.

On August 13th, many towns in Western Massachusetts will celebrate a long-awaited milestone with the official formation of a municipal cooperative to build and operate a fiber-optic network. Today, most WiredWest towns have only partial coverage from limited-bandwidth broadband technologies. WiredWest’s goal is to not only create fair access to broadband for all member town residents, but also to provide very high-quality services on a state-of-the-art network that will meet the escalating bandwidth requirements of businesses and home owners, and provide enough capacity for many decades. 
The proposed WiredWest network will connect to the Massachusetts Broadband Institute's middle-mile fiber-optic infrastructure to create a future-proof, robust network from end to end.

Twenty-two Western Massachusetts towns have towns have taken the necessary steps to join the WiredWest co-operative by passing votes in two consecutive town meetings. Eighteen additional towns are in the process of voting and are expected to join the Cooperative over the next year. A map of WiredWest towns and their progress can be viewed on the WiredWest website.

The WiredWest Cooperative is utilizing “Municipal Light Plant” legislation, initially drafted in 1906, when rural towns faced a similar crisis of access to fundamental services from a lack of electricity. In 1996, the provision of telecommunications services was added to the statute, which enables municipalities to build and operate broadband services in the Commonwealth.
The incorporation will take place in Cummington, a town in the geographic center of WiredWest’s territory. 
The leadership group and working committees are working concurrently to finalize a business plan and undertake organizational tasks related to planning the network. The group recently received a $50,000 planning grant from the Massachusetts Broadband Institute, and has also raised additional funding from local businesses and individuals to assist with start-up requirements.
About WiredWest:
WiredWest is a community organization with the mission of designing, building and operating a last-mile, open-access, community-owned, fiber-optic network in member towns that offers comprehensive, affordable and reliable internet, phone and television services to all residents, businesses and institutions who want service.  

 

A video compilation of legislators, businesspeople, educators, students and professionals talking about the proposed WiredWest network is available for online viewing here.
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Monica Webb, Co-Chair and Spokesperson
media@wiredwest.net     phone: 413.528.2357 

	


